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The Importance of the potato growing Industry to the farmers of the Maritime 
Provinces cannot be over-estimated. As a crop It is very easily grown and can be 
readily disposed of on available markets, giving profitable returns. The popularity 
of the potato as a food product, due to the cheapness of Its production, IU nourish¬ 
ing properties and availability throughout the year. Insures a steady demand for 
all seasons. In addition to this, It is invaluable to the starch Industries and has 
many other commercial uses. The demand is steadily Increasing year by year, yet 
up to the present the production has fallen far short. The consequent future of 
this Industry Is, therefore, very promising. 

Yet, notwithstanding the many years of experience agriculturalists have had 
in potato growing, there is still considerable room for Improvement In the methods 
employed. The following suggestions, based on the many experiments conducted at 
this and other stations, are therefore given In an endeavour to correct some of the 
evils of the present day practices and thereby appreciably increase the total yield of 
this, the largest potato-producing section of the Dominion. 

SELECTION OF VARIETIES 

Undoubtedly the primary consideration of those engaged In the Industry Is the 
question of which varieties will prove most suitable to their particular conditions. 
Probably the quickest and most satisfactory way to decide this question Is to find 
out what varieties have given the best results at the Experimental Station In their 
province and then to discover by experimentation which of these Is best suited to 
the grower’s needs. At the Xappan Station, Irish Cobbler, Carman No. 1 and Raw¬ 
lings’ Kidney are the most promising varieties of those tested during the last 
number of years. A free distribution of samples of potatoes Is made every spring 
by these stations to those requests ^ same. 

SOIL 

The soli on which the potatoes are to be grown will influence the size of the 

to a greater or less extent. While potatoes give good returns on a wide 
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varlet> of soils, the beat results are obtained on a rich, friable deco snndv Inam 
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of Ill-formed ones. * ° W,y * re,u,t * ,n 8raa,ler potntoe* with a higher percent. 

vegetable" m^tteT^". “ » • dvlMble t0 have P°‘ a ‘°«* follow sod. as the decaying 

Ciovcr .od l I !L,r i .^v Pt !, < ^ *17™ ‘° ke * P the 80,1 ° ,,en and t0 retaln roolsturo, 
of nitrogen i* * p * c, f ,ly <)eairahle ‘°r this purpose on account of the large amount 

is now very generally "used" ^r*’ metbod ,a rap,d,y *®lning In popularity and 
the clover In fhf ! . ’ . B> ' * lvln * a "* ht application of harnyard manure to 

crop are sunnlted nlT' ^ fcrt,l,zer •■wedtonts required for the suoceedlnn 

».l. e“ p ss P , a ,T»","r r .'»z': *• ,b ’ bm »”'>"" ™— 

fertlllM?taTnI!S , ^SSii ,ert,,, l!r ,r " 8ppl,cd>the ,0,,0W,nK formula for * complete 
nha e and 2 nn i. r t y " 8ed: - 2B0 »•. Nitrate of Soda: 3f,0 lb.. Superphos- 

from 600 to 800 ft.°pe‘r acrV® POt “ ,h ’ Wh °'° he ' n * app “ ed at the ratc of 
HRLKCTIOX OF HEED AM) TREATMENT OF SETS 

fairly large Jlm K win he In the subsequent crop. The necessity of having a 
whX ml " **!!*? Wh ,! n “ '* Under8tood tha ‘ young plant must depend 

that t^VrMU« 0 of d k h eeD'ine te rh “ *°° n aa po88lble - U h8a Proved 

creased yield When u , 8everal days before planting results In a de- 

conditions. etc. It Is advlLihm e »* ary l ° k v WP them ' ow,ng t0 the unfavorable weather 
f *k * ’* isahl© to cover them with land plaster or gypsum This la 

for the purpose of preventing evaporation of moisture. 

PLANTING 

With sIfe e ty Pl f a rom n !„H° Ul ? d °" 6 “ ear,y “ p088lb,e ,n the a P rl “* «* •» consistent 
oared Snr.n . . . r ° 8t8 ' The 8 °" 8hould P revlou « ly he very thoroughly • 

case fail ninwi P ° W nK 8 * eneral * y advlsahle except where the soli Is heavy. In W 

The plowing shoubfT *f n ““if 1 * ° penlng “ up through the action of the *• 

The plowing should he followed with sufficient thorough cultivation to make 
soil loose and open to a depth of at least five Inches. 

.... Mucb dlver8lty of opinion exists regarding the proper method of planting 
Vhere potatoes are grown on a large commercial scale, the use of a good potato- 
P anter Is to be recommended. The very appreciable saving in time and labor and 

taJefo?thI.m n ethod Uy * dePth ^ d ' 8tanCe aptrt ° f the 8648 are the ma,n adv ““‘ 

... P !° b8bly the roethod most generally adopted Is that of opening a deep furrow 
with a double mould board plow. After the sets are dropped they may he covered 
th ‘ h JJ* 8ame ‘roplement. The furrow should be sufficiently deep so that when 

in k f C ° VCred and the 80,1 ,evelled . the seta will he from three to four 
ches helow the surface, depending upon the texture of the soil and the season 

medTum h6aVy ,and ’ falrly 8hallow P'antlng is advlsahle. while on 

edlum to light soli a depth of from four to five Inches gives the heat results 






Shallow planting la al»n advisable where an early crop | a dealred. Poaalblllty of 
Injury by late aprlng < | a an Important conalderatlon which muat not be loat 
•Ight of In thia ronne* n. 

.. . Pr ° b#bl > r th ® h®* 1 reaulta arc obtained by planting the aeta from twelve to 
thirteen Inchee apart In rowe thirty lnchea apart. 


CVLTIVATlOX 

One of the moat Important factora Influencing the alte of the crop, and 
unfortunately the one moat generally neglected, la the subsequent cultivation. Ex- 
perlmenta have conclualvely ahown that frequent and thorough cultivation la 
essential If a maximum yield la to be obtained. It la generally advisable to plow 
up and harrow down the rowe twice before the planta are auflldently high to be 
injured; thla very effectively controla the weede. The ordinary cultivator can be 
then uaed, looaenlng the aoll aa deeply aa poeelble and aa cloae to the young planta 
aa la safe. Theae cultivation* ahould be repeated every week or ten daya, and par¬ 
ticularly after every rain, until the topa are large enough to cover the ground. 

Ridging la advlaable on atlff molat aoll. but If the aoll la looae and open with 
a tendency towarda drying out. level cultivation will be more aatlafactory. 

IX8ECTH AXI> FlXGlH IH8HA8K8 

Like all other agricultural product*, potatoee have their full quota of Inaect 
enemies and fungua disease*. It Is very necesaary that theae ahould be efficiently 
controlled where good yield* are dealred. The following are the more Important 
of these, together with the preventative measures:— 

t. Potato "Hug*"—Colorado Potato Beetles. 

Paris Green . 8 ozs., and Arsenate of Lead 1 H tbs. 

. 8 ozs. 

.40 gallons. 

OR 

Paris Green . 8 to 12 ozs. 

Mme . 8 ozs. 

Water ...40 gallons. 

OR 

3 tbs. Arsenate of Lead to 40 gallons water. 

2. Early ami Late Blight, 

Bordeaux Mixture. 

6 tbs. Bluestone. 

4 tbs. Lime. 

40 gallons Water. 

The Bordeaux and Paris Green are generally combined and applied to 3 ethcr 
for the above pe^ta and a great saving In time and labor Is thereby effected. 

:J. Common Scab. 

Soak all seed potatoes for three hours In one of the following solutions; 

1:2000 solution of Corrosive Sublimate; 
or 1 tb. Formalin In 30 gallons of water. 

4. Powdery Scab. 

Change seed and plant only sound tubers on new soil. Immediately notify the 
Dominion Botanist, Central Experimental Farm. Ottawa. A severe penalty Is lm* 
posed for non-conformity with these regulations. 
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5. Potato Cuk«r. 

Up to the present this disease, which Is most virulent and destructive, has not 
been reported In Canada. It Is quite possible that It may appear at any time, how¬ 
ever, and o iceaslng vigilance Is necessary for prompt control. 

When In doubt regarding any potato disease, forward samples Immediately to 
the Dominion Botanist, who will be pleased to Identify same and suggest remedies 
for their eradication. All letters and parcels under twelve ounces so addressed do 
not require any postage. 

All spraying operations should be very tho* "gh and must be carried out at 
the proper time to derive the greatest benefit. Tne materials used should be as 
pure as possible, and a good pump of sufficient carrying capacity and power Is very 
necessary. More than one application may have to be given, but time, labor and 
material so expended will be more than justified by the Increased returns of good 
tubers. 


HARVESTING, 

The proper time to harvest potatoes Is a question that does not receive the 
consideration It should. Much time and labor may be economized by paying closer 
attention to this phase of the Industry. 

When the crop Is not affected with Late Blight the harvesting should be 
done as soon as the the tops die. Growth Is then finished and the tubers are In 
good coudltlon for storing. If allowed to remain In the ground until other crops 
are harvested, as Is usually the case, the soil may become wet and the tubers 
start to decay. 

A crop that Is affected with rot, however, should be left as long as possible, 
as the majority of affected potatoes will show signs of the disease by then and may 
be removed and destroyed. In this way the most of the diseased tubers will be 
got rid of. If stored with the sound potatoes the whole crop may become Infected 
and lost In a short time. 

All harvesting should be done during dry weather. Tubers stored while wet 
are very liable to decay. 

Potatoes should be stored In a dry, cool and well ventilated cellar. A method 
that has given excellent results Is that of slatted bins 'he bias are raised four or 
five Inches from the floor and a space the same width u teft between the bln and 
the wall. The slats are separated sufficiently to allow a free circulation of air 
throughout the tubers. Witt a system such as this, potatoes may be kept In good 
condition for a long period. Should any evidence of decay be noted, all the tubers 
should be gone over and the Infected ones removed. This will control to a con¬ 
siderable extent further Infection. 

As a general rule, potatoes may be most advantageously marketed In the fall. 
Au earlier return Is thus realized and the possibility of loss by decay Is obviated. 

It Is hoped every effort will be made by agriculturists to place the potato¬ 
growing Industry on the extensive commercial basis It so deserves. At the various 
Experimental Farms and Stations in the Maritime Provinces, every effort Is being 
made to render assistance In this regard, and the sincere co-operation of all growers 
is asked. Should any grower possess a new strain, which gives evidence of being 
superior to, or at least the equal of the atandard varieties, a thorough test will be 
made of It by any of these stations on request. Any further request for assistance 
or Information will be given prompt attention. 


